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January 26th, 2020 

Increasing Corruption 

Genesis 4:1-6:7 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

Jan 19 Exodus 4-6  Jan 23 Exodus 16-18 

Jan 20 Exodus 7-9   Jan 24 Exodus 19-21 

Jan 21 Exodus 10-12   Jan 25 Exodus 22-24  

Jan 22 Exodus 13-15  Jan 26 Exodus 25-27 

 

Lesson Introduction: Last week we saw how sin entered 

the world. This week we will be looking at sections of 

Genesis 4 and 6 and will consider how the world began 

to become more and more corrupt. The early chapters of 

Genesis make it very clear that humans continually fall 

short of God’s glory. Yet even as we see the increasing 

corruption of mankind in these verses, we see the grace 

of God at work.  

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 

 

• The heart of man is desperately sick (4:8, 6:5) 

 

• The Lord punishes sin (V. 4:12, 6:6-7) 

 

• The Lord preserves His people (4:25 - 5:32) 

 

Read Genesis 4-6:7 

 

Discussion Section 1: Sin Runs Rampant  

(V. 4:8, 23-24, 6:5) 

 

-Why was Cain’s sacrifice not pleasing to God? 

 

-What does the murder of Abel tell us about what lives 

in man’s heart? 

 

-How did mankind go from perfect fellowship with God 

in chapter 2, to only having evil intentions continually in 

6:5? 

 

Note: We see in our passage that Cain and Abel were 

giving offerings to the Lord. Without telling us the reason 

why, we learn that God was pleased with Abel’s, sacrifice 

while He was not pleased with Cain’s. Many have 

speculated that that perhaps God was not pleased with 

Cain’s because it was not a blood sacrifice. However, the 

reason for God’s displeasure with Cain’s offering seems 

more likely to be to do with Cain’s heart, as is pointed 

out in a article from Ligonier Ministries’ Table Talk 

Magazine: 

 

“Many have said God disregarded Cain’s offering 

because it was not a blood sacrifice. However, this 

interpretation is problematic, mainly because the Lord 

did accept grain offerings on many occasions (Lev. 2) 

and because the poorest in Israel could have their sins 

atoned by them (5:11–13). 

 

Moses’ note that Abel offered the firstborn of his flock 

with no corresponding mention of Cain’s gift as the 

firstfruits of his harvest (Gen. 4:3–4a) tells us God 

ignored Cain’s sacrifice because it was not the first and 

best of his work. His heart was not wholly consecrated 

to the Lord, and thus he kept the choicest of his labor 

from God — a lack of faith unambiguous in the New 

Testament (Heb. 11:4). Cain’s wicked heart, manifested 

more clearly in his murder of Abel, is first observable in 

his formal yet faithless worship (1 John 3:11–15).” 

 

It may seem like a drastic leap to go from “faithless 

worship” to murder, but what we learn is that the heart 

of man is capable of anything. What existed in Cain’s 

heart also exists in ours. No one had to teach Cain how to 

murder, it was simply in his heart. One of the things this 

passage teaches us is that sin is not ultimately learned 

behavior, rather, it is part of our nature. Sin entered the 

world through Adam (Romans 5:12), and since that day, 

all of us have been born into sin (Psalm 51:5). Our hearts, 

like Cain’s, are desperately sick (Jeremiah 17:9). Cain’s 

sin should remind us of our great need for God’s grace. 

May we never forget how lost we were before Christ 

found us.  

 

Discussion Section 2: God’s Wrath Toward Sin 

(V. 4:12, 6:6-7) 

 

-How can we reconcile God’s wrath in chapter 6 with the 

fact that He is love (1 John 4:8)? 

 

-Why does God have the right to punish sin? 

 

Note: It may seem harsh to some, that God could 

determine to destroy all of mankind (except Noah and his 

family). Some might ask, “how could a loving God be so 

wrathful?” Passages like the one in chapter 6 are hard 

for many to swallow, and often lead people to reject God 

altogether. However, when we think this way, we fail to 

consider the complete sovereignty and holiness of God. 

The question we should be asking is not how could God 

execute judgment, but rather, how can it be that He 

would show any mercy at all? 
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God is completely holy. All that He does is only good. 

While we are naturally sinners, and our hearts are full of 

wickedness, He is the source of all good, and He is 

completely pure in nature. If we truly understood these 

realities, and embraced them as true, it would not be 

difficult at all for us to grasp how God could pour out His 

wrath on sin.  

 

God is not only completely holy, but also completely 

sovereign. This means that He is in complete control of 

all things, and that He is totally free to act as He sees fit. 

He is the creator of all things, thus it is His right to do 

with creation what He pleases. As Paul reminds us in 

Romans 9, we have no right as clay to talk back to the 

Potter. God can determine to pour out judgment and 

wrath whenever He sees fit, on whomever He sees fit 

(Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:14-23), and He is completely 

within His rights as the sovereign King of the universe to 

do so. Because He is both perfectly holy and completely 

sovereign, we can trust that when He does choose to 

pour out His wrath, He does so justly, and without fault.  

 

As we consider God’s holiness and sovereignty, it should 

bring praise to our lips. We are not worthy to even speak 

to Him. We are all deserving of His judgement. Yet, He 

has been gracious to us! He owes us nothing, and we 

could never pay Him enough to earn anything from Him, 

yet He has given us life through His Son. The verses we 

have seen this week regarding His wrath toward sin 

should stir in us a heart of gratitude and praise as we 

remember how kind He has been to us.  

  

Discussion Section 3: The Line of Seth 

(4:25 - 5:32) 

 

-How do we see God’s grace in these verses? 

 

Note from John MacArthur’s Sermon, The Generations 

of Adam: 

 

This genealogy is also here not only to show us the time 

involved, to show us the expansion of population, but it 

is here to show us the reign of death. Eight times in this 

chapter, you will read, “and he died,” “and he died,” 

“and he died,” “and he died.” This is the reign of death. 

This is the judgment of sin. But this genealogy is also 

given to us to provide for us the hope that we can 

escape death for there is a man in this genealogy, as we 

shall see, who didn’t die, who was delivered from death 

and escaped divine judgment. 

 

Those are major lessons that flow out of this chapter, 

along with the other key element, and that is the 

genealogy itself that is part of the line of Messiah. So 

that later on, when Jesus is declared to be the Messiah, 

you can trace His lineage right straight back through 

these people in this genealogy to Adam. It also gives a 

clear line to Noah. God chose the line of Seth down to 

Noah so that when the flood came, the one man who 

was in the line that God had chosen for Messiah 

survived, along with his sons, and one of them (Shem) 

was chosen to continue that line. This is the line of the 

promised seed - back in chapter 3, verse 15 - the seed 

who would come to bruise the serpent’s head. 

 


